CONFESSIONAL

The doctors decide that Madame Tolstoi is
suffering from paranoia and so give the ill they
cannot cure, a name.

On that day, the 22nd of July, Tolstoi made
his will, secretly giving all his works to the Rus'
sian public and naming his daughter Alexandra
as executrix. This was just what Madame Tol'
stoi most feared and to cap all Tchertkov called
at Yasnaia in spite of Tolstoi's prohibition and
sat with him for some time on the balcony of his
writing room. In the late afternoon everyone
went to tea on the terrace, even Madame Tolstoi.
According to Boulgakov: "She was in a terrible
state of nervous excitement; she was rude and
provocative to everyone, especially to Tchertkov;
it was so unpleasant that we all drank our tea in
hurried silence and separated as soon as possible."

Tolstoi's only remark was that it was necessary
as the Gospel said to love one's enemies and those
who hate you. But he added sadly: "I am far
from that perfection."

In August, the situation went from bad to
worse. After a "disagreeable talk" with her hus-
band on the first, Madame Tolstoi kept to her bed
the whole day of the second, and like a giant re-
freshed made an awful scene on the evening of
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